


If variety is truly the spice of 
life, Thailand ensures the most 
exciting holidays possible. Not only 
does it feature beach resorts 
amongst its myriad attractions, it 
also offers a widely differing choice 
of beach locations. Among these 
Samui Island is a rare gem. 

Whereas Pattaya blends the 
city with the seaside and Phuket 
adds luxury comforts to natural 
beauty, Samui preserves the idyllic 
simplicity of a tropical hideaway. It 
is characterized by almost deserted 
beaches of powdery white sand, 
crystal-clear waters and a 
hinterland of fresh green coconut 
plantations and rice paddies. Here 
you can delight in a latter-day 
Robinson Crusoe experience -- in 
comfort. 
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amui is a lazy time on the beach 
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Thatched beachside bungalows are the typical form of accommodatior 
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A monkey helps harvest coconuts 
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е A refreshing drink 




















Ko Samui (the full name, 
with ko meaning "island" in Thai) шщ 
is located some 80 kilometres off 
the coast of Surat Thani, about 560 
kilometres from Bangkok. It is part 
of a true island world being just one 
of a group of more than 80 tropical 
islands, only four of which are 
inhabited. 

Ko Samui has its own airport 
with direct flights from Bangkok. Р 
Access is by ferry boat from Surat Sa X ie 
Thani which can be reached from 
both Bangkok and the main 
southern town of Hat Yai by plane, 
train or tour bus. So Ko Samui 
remains very much away from it ч. Ч 
all, complete unto itself asithas „ — | —— 0 
been Tor centuries. & Ho Samui is reach by ferry boat from Surat Thani ig 
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Exploring by longtail boat Sailboat are richly available 
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The island, Thailand's third 
largest, measures 21 kilometres at 
its widest point and 25 kilometres 
in maximum length. A mountain 
ridge runs east to west and most of 
the hinterland comprises forested 
hills. The rich hues of wild 
vegetation are dappled throughout 
with the contrasting greens of 
coconut palms and emerald paddy. 
Indeed, besides fishing, cultivation 
of coconuts is the main source of 
livelihood for the islanders and Ko 
Samui ships some two million nuts 
a month to Bangkok -- they are 
reputedly the best in the country. 











EA The perfect island hideaway 
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Beaches are plentiful, people are few 5 




















Against te backdrop of 
green hills, the shore line of Ko 
Samui stands out as one of palm- 
fringed beaches and quiet coves 
and bays. Clean and uncluttered, 
the beaches are long, near- 
deserted strands of fine sand -- 
everyone's dream of a tropical 
island escape. The most popular 
spots are Chaweng and Lamai. 
Both are on the east coast where 
each day greets you with a 
spectacular sunrise. 
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Windsurfing fun 


In such an idyllic setting the 


temptation is simply to laze 
peacefully on the beach and soak 
up a tropical sun tan. But if you 


want more there are amenities for 


watersports, such as windsurfing 


and snorkeling. The coastal waters 


are exciting to explore and are 


especially rich in shoals of brightly 


coloured fish and exotic coral 
formations. 


White sand and a deep blue sea 





Relaxing in the sun 
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Although there are a few first 
-Class hotels, Ko Samui's typical 
form of accommodation is the 
beach bungalow. Usually palm- 
thatched and commanding 
uninterrupted views of the beach 
and sea beyond, bungalows offer 
good, simple facilities, with or 
without airconditioning. You are 
assured of all basic comforts and 
yet the amenities we all appreciate 
do not detract from the easy-going 
Robinson Crusoe feel of an island 
retreat. 
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One of Ko Samui's most delightful resorts 
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Bungalows provide simple but comfortable accommodation 


An easy time 
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Most beach bungalows have 
their own restaurants, while other 
small establishments are common. 
Fresh seafood and tropical fruits 
are the natural specialities of Ko 
Samui, though you'll find menus 
sufficiently varied to cater to all 
tastes. International favourites as 
well as spicy Thai dishes are 


available. | j | 
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Motorbike are the best transport 
Getting around the island is 
easy. A 50-kilometre ring road 
skirts the coast, giving ready 
access to all beaches and the little 
administrative centre of Na Thon, a 
compact beachside huddle of 
houses, shops, restaurants and 
small hotels. The best form of % 
transport is a motorbike which can 
be readily hired. This gives the 
freedom to explore at your leisure, 
although mini buses do ply the 





main routes. 





Resorts add to the island's natural beauty 
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A complete escape in the 
tranquil world of an idyllic beach 
resort is, of course, Ko Samui's 
main attraction, but the island is 
not without sightseeing and 
excursion possibilities. -~ 


Exploring inland 


Principal among the natural 
sights are two picturesque 
waterfalls. Hin Lat, close to the 
town, cascades over several levels 
and has a pool at its base which is 
ideal for fresh-water swimming. 
Rather more scenic is Na Muang 
Waterfall on the eastern side of the 
island. It is impressive with a wide 
drop of 30 metres and also has a 
sandy-bottom pool at its base 
where vou can swim. 








The picturesque in Hin Lat Waterfalls 
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Wat Hin Ngu 


On neighbouring Ko Fan, 
connected to Samui by a causeway, 
is the temple of Wat Hin Ngu. Here 
there is a large statue of the seated 
Buddha, imposingly sited on a 
hillock and dominating the skyline, 
looking especially awe-inspiring at 
sunset. Attached to the temple is a 
meditation centre which offers 
tuition to Thais and foreigners. 

For an insight into the 
island's past, the small *'Cultural 
Hall” at the Lamai village temple 
compound has some fascinating 
exhibits. Agricultural implements, 
Buddhist scriptures and various 
items brought by Chinese traders in 
the 19th century are all interesting 
indications of the cultural 
influences that have moulded 
Samui. 


12 





The huge Buddha statue at W 
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^at Hin Nqu is a local landmark 
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Coconuts are Ko Samui's most famous export 
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A tranquil fishing village 








An occasional attraction is 
Samui's favourite sport of buffalo | 
fighting, an exciting tussle between 
two animals. Contests, held at 
several sites on the island, are to be 
seen on festival days such as 
Chinese New Year and Songkran, 
the traditional Thai New Year in 
April. 

Complementing the sights 
and the unspoilt natural beauty of | 
the landscape are the islanders 
themselves. Mostly fishermen and 
coconut farmers, they pursue a 
lifestyle largely unchanged for 
centuries. Self-sufficient and used 
to an easy and peaceful life, they 
are friendly people and help make 
the island a place apart, a true | 
escape into a tropical paradise. | 
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Should you want a little 
more activity than simply 
swimming, windsurfing and 
sunbathing, the other islands in 
the archipelago beckon. You can 
easily hire a boat for a trip to Ko 
Pha Ngan, the nearest and largest 
island next to Samui, which has 
‘some economy class bungalows. 
The beaches are good and there 
are also several scenic waterfalls. 
Close by and accessible on day 
trips by boat are two smaller, 
uninhabited islands, Ko Tao and 
Ko Nang Yuan, where beautiful 
‘bays with colourful coral 
formations offer excellent 
conditions for snorkeling. 
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There are plenties of islands to explore 





Tour boat — a 





The shallow water are ideal for snorkeling 
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The island world of Ang Thong 


: A more adventurous full-day 

excursion can be made to Ang 
Vae A Thong Marine National Park, a 
group of 40 islands northwest ої 
Samui. Here you will see 
spectacular limestone formations, 
caves. blue lagoons and amazingly 
beautiful beaches. On Ko Wua Ta 
Lap, where the park headquarters 
are located, there are bungalows 
for rent. Organized daily tours to | 
Ang Thong are available from 
travel agents in town on Samui. 











Taking a cruise to the outer islands 
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Either on your outward or = 
return journey, it is worthwhile to 
spend a little time in Surat Thani, 
the mainland hopping-off point for 
| Ko Samui. This bustling fishing and 
ship-building centre is picturesquely 
located and has a distinct charm. 
A casual stroll around town or a 
canal tour on the Tapi river are 
rewarding for the glimpses they 
give of southern culture. Surat 
Thani is also famous for its oyster 
farms, harvesting a giant species of 
the mollusc. 





Monks at Wat Suan Mok 
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Typical fishing boat 
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lerial view of Surat Thani and Tapi River 
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More specifically for the 
serious sightseer, Chaiya, about a 
45-minute drive north of the town, 
is a major historical site. Its 
importance stems from the fact 
that some scholars contend that it 
was here that the ancient Srivijaya 
kingdom had its capital 

Whatever the merits of the 
claim and despite the fact that little 
remains to attest to the glories of 
Srivijaya, Chaiva does boast some 
ancient temples of note. Wat Phra 
Boromathat Chaiya, a highly 
revered temple, has a chedi 
believed to be more than 1,300 
years old, while Wat Wiang, Wat 
Long and Wat Kaeo are also 
worth visiting. " 





Treetop living 





Ornate chedi at Wat Phra Boromathat Chaiya 


A few kilometres west of 
Chaiya is Wat Suan Mok, ж 
"Monastery of Flowing Water” 
which is a tranquil meditation 
centre for both Thais and 
foreigners set amid a peaceful 
natural park. 


The picturesque Khao Sok 

National Park, about 100 

ilometres west of Surat Thani, is 
another notable attraction. The 
area is rich in flora and fauna and 
basic bungalow accommodation is 
available. Alternatively, there is a 
“tree top” guesthouse near by. 
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Delicious seafood is a special treat 
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A long deserted beach at Chumphon 





Catch of the day 
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Travelling further afield, 
Chumphon lies some 195 
kilometres north of Surat Thani on 


a picturesque stretch of coastline. 
The town's fishing port of Pak 
Nam Chumphon is the hopping off 
point for excursions to several _ 
offshore islands. Some of these are 
famous sources of the edible bird's 
nests so highly prized by Chinese 
gourmets, and access is limited. 
But there are several other islands, 
such as Майга, Маат Yai and 
Ngam Noi which can be easily 
reached and where conditions for 
scuba diving are good. 

Ko Samui affords the ideal 
beach escape and presents an 
island world of rare beauty and 
charm. At the same time, there is a 
surprising variety of attractions to 
be included as you explore the Gulf 
of Siam. 


An exotic bunch of Chumphon 
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Ngam Noi Island 
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SAMUI ISLAND 
P BEACH 


Chumphon : Sai Ri Beach 





Phangan Island : Rin Beach, Si Thanu Beach, 
Thong Nai Pan Beach 


^ BEACH & 
COCONUT PLANTATION 


Samui Island : Chaweng Beach, Lamai Beach, 

Ao Bang Rak Beach, Bau Bo Phut Beach, Ao Thong 
Takluan Beach, Na Thon Beach, Thong Yang Beach 
Mae Nam Beach 


р" 
EZ ISLAND & BEACH 


Mu Ko Ang Thong National Park : Ko Wua Yai, Ko 
Na Phut, Ko Mae Ko, Mu Ko Ang Thong, Ko Wua 
Talap, Ko Phai Luak, Ko Phaluai, Ko Som, 

Ko Nok Taphao 


- ROCH FORMATION 


Samui Island : Nang Yuan Island, Lamai Cape 


б LAKES & RESERVOIRS 


Mu Ko Ang Thong National Park : Thale Nai 
(saltwater lake) at Ko Mae Ko 
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7 WATERFALL 


Samui Island : Na Muang Waterfalls (Pha Luang 
Forest Park), Hin Lat Waterlalls 

Phangan Island : Than Sadet Waterfalls, Phaeng 
Waterfalls (Forest Park), Chom Thong Waterfalls 
Nakhon Si Thammarat: Phromlok Waterfalls (Khao 
Luang National Park), Karom Waterfalls 


NATIONAL PARKS & 
OTHER RESERVES 
Surat Thani : Khao Sok National Park (forest, wildlife, 
waterfalls), Nong Thung Thong Wildlife Reserve 
(birds) 


Nakhon Si Thammarat : Khao Luang National Park 
(Phromlok Waterfalls) 


@ MONKEY 


Surat Thani : Monkey Training School 





TEMPLE 
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Surat Thani : Wat Suan Mokkhaphalaram (medita- 
-tion]Phra Borommathat Chaiya (more than 1,200- 
year-old pagoda) 

Nakhon Si Thammarat : Wat Phra Maha That 





МЕ ARTS & CRAFTS 


Surat Thani : Phumriang silk cloth, jute hat 
Nakhon Si Thammarat : neiloware, van liphao 
weaving, leather shadow-play figure 


CULTURE 





' Samui Island: Lamai Cultural Hall 


EVENTS 


Surat Thani : Rambutan Fair (August), Chak Phra 
Festival (October) 

Nakhon Si Thammarat : Hae Pha Khun That 
(February)Festival ої the Tenth Lunar Month 
(September - October) 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 


A variety of brochures, 
maps and additional information 
is available from the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand s counter at 
Bangkok airport, its head office at 
Ratchadamnoen Nok Avenue, 
Bangkok 10100, or from its 
Surat Thani office at 5 Talat Mai 
Road, Ban Don, Surat Thani 
84000. 
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TOURISM AUTHORITY OF THAILAND 


HEAD OFFICE 

Ratchadamnoen Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10100, THAILAND 
Tel. 282-1143, 282-4175 Cable: TOT BANGKOK 

Telex: 84194 TATBKK TH Fax: 66 2 280-1744 


OVERSEAS OFFICES 


ASIA & PACIFIC 

HONG KONG : 

401 Fairmont House, 8 Cotton Tree Drive, Central, HONG KONG 
Tel. 868-0732, 868-0854 Cable: HK THAITOUR 

Fax: 852 868-4585 

Area of Responsibility : Hong Kong. Taiwan, Philippines. 

Macau and People's Republic of China 

KUALA LUMPUR : 

c/o Royal Thai Embassy, 206 Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 
Tel. 248-0958, 248-6529 Fax: (093) 241-3002 

Area of Responsibility : Malaysia and Brunei 

OSAKA : 

Hiranomachi Yachiyo Bldg., 5F., 1-8-13 Hiranomachi Chuo-ku 
Osaka 541, JAPAN 

Tel. (06) 231-4434 Telex: 64675 TATOSAKA J Fax: 81 6 231-4337 
Area of Responsibility : Southern Japan 

TOKYO : 


Hibiya Mitsui Bldg., 1-2 Yurakucho 1-Chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100, JAPAN. 


Tel.(03) 3580-6776-7, 3508-0237 Cable: THAITOUR TOKYO 

Telex: 33964 TATTOKYO J Fax: 81 3 508-7808 

Area of Responsibility : Northern Japan, Korea 

SINGAPORE : 

c/o Royal Thai Embassy, 370 Orchard Rd., Singapore 0923, SINGAPORE. 
Tel. 235-7694, 235-7901, 733-6723 Cable: THAITOUR SINGAPORE. 
Telex: 39428 TATSIN RS Fax: 65 733-5653 

Area of Responsibility : Singapore and Indonesia 

SYDNEY : 

12th Floor, Royal Exchange Bldg., 56 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000, AUSTRALIA. 
Tel. (02) 247-7549, 247.7540 Cable: THAITOUR SYDNEY. 

Fax: 61 2 251-2465 

Area of Responsibility : Australia, New Zealand and South Pacific 


EUROPE 

FRANKFURT : 

Thailándisches Fremdenverkehrsbüro, Bethmannstr. 

58/IV D-6000 Frankfurt/M.1, GERMANY. 

Tel.(069) 295.704, 295-804 Cable: THAITOUR Frankfurt / M. 

Telex: 413542 TAFRA D Fax*49-69-281468 

Area of Responsibility: Germany. Austria, East Europe and Switzerland 
LONDON : 

49 Albemarle Street, London WIX 3 FE, England U.K. 

Tel. (071) 499-7679 Cable: THAITOUR LONDON 

Telex: 24136 TATLON G Fax: 44-71-629-5519 

Area of Responsibility: United Kingdom, North Ireland, Iceland, Finland and 
Scandinavia 

PARIS : 

Office National du Tourisme de Thailande, 90 Avenue des Champs Elysées; 
75008 Paris, FRANCE. 

Tel. 4562-8656, 4562-8748 Cable: THAITOUR PARIS 

Telex: 650093 TATPAR F Fax: 33-1-4563-7888 

Area of Responsibility : France, Belgium, Luxembourg. the Netherlands 
ROME : 

Ente Nazionale per il Turismo Thailandese, Via Barberini, 50 

00187 Roma, ITALY. 

Tel. (06) 487-3479, 487-3500 Telex: 626139 TAT I 

Fax: 39 6 487-3500 

Area of Responsibility : Italy, Spain, Greece, Portugal, Israel, Egypt, Turkey 





NORTH AMERICA 

NEW YORK : 

5 World Trade Center, Suite No. 3443, New York, N.Y. 10048, U.S.A. 
Tel. (212) 432-0433-35 Cable: THAITOUR NEW YORK. 

Fax: 1 212 912-0920 

Area of Responsibility : Eastern U.S.A., and Eastern Canada 

LOS ANGELES : 

3440 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1100, Los Angeles, CA 90010, U.S.A. 

Tel. (213) 382-2353-55 Cable: THAITOUR LOS ANGELES 

Fax: 1 213 389-7544 

Area of Responsibility : Western U.S.A., Latin America, Western Canada 


CHICAGO : 

303 East Wacker Drive, Suite 400 
Chicago, IL. 60601 

Tel. (312) 819-3990-6 

Area of Responsibility : The Americas 


LOCAL OFFICES 


CENTRAL 

KANCHANABURI : 

Saeng Chuto Rd., Amphoe Muang, Kanchanaburi 71000, 

Tel. (034) 511-200 

Fax: 66 034 511-200 

PATTAYA : 

382/1 Chaihat Rd., South Pattaya 20260. 

Tel. (038) 428-750, 429-113 

Fax: 66 038 429-113 

NORTH 

CHIANG MAI : 

105/1 Chiang Mai-Lamphun Rd., Amphoe Muang, Chiang Mai 50000. 
Tel. (053) 248-604, 248-607 

Fax: 66 053 248-605 

PHITSANULOK : 

209/7-8 Surasi Trade Center, Boromtrailokanat Rd., 

Amphoe Muang, Phitsanulok 65000. 

Tel. (055) 252-742, 252-743 

Fax: 66 055 252-742 

NORTHEAST 

NAKHON RATCHASIMA : 

2102 - 2104 Mittraphap Rd., Tambon Nai Muang 
Amphoe Muang, Nakhon Ratchasima 30000. 
Tel. (044) 255-243, 255-244 

Fax: 66 044 255-244 

UBON RATCHATHANI : 

264/1 Khuan Thani Rd., Amphoe Muang, 
Ubon Ratchathani 34000 

Tel. (045) 243-770, 243-771 

Fax: 66 045 243-771 

KHON KAEN : 

Salaprachakhom, Klang Muang Road, 
Amphoe Muang, Khon Kaen 40000 

Tel. (043) 244-498, 244-499 

SOUTH 

HAT YAI : 

1/1 Soi 2 Niphat Uthit 3 Rd., Hat Yai, Songkhla 90110. 
Tel. (074) 243-747, 245-986 

Fax: 66 074 245-986 

PHUKET : 

73-75 Phuket Rd., Amphoe Muanq, Phuket 83000. 
Tel. (076) 212-213, 211-036 

Fax: 66 076 213-582 

SURAT THANI : 

5 Talat Mai Rd., Ban Don, Amphoe Muang, 
Surat Thani 84000. 

Tel.(077) 282-828, 281-828 

Fax: 66 077 282-828 

NAKHON SI THAMMARAT : 

1180 Bowon Bazaar, Ratchadamnoen Road 
Amphoe Muang, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80000 
Tel. (075) 345-512 





Your Travel Agent : 





- D a? Shop at downtown TAT Duty Free Shop, Phloenchit Road, Bangkok. 
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